Low survival rate of renal transplant recipients from unrelated living donors with renal diseases.
In three hospitals within a restricted area in Japan in November, 2006, 42 patients were revealed to have received kidneys transplanted from unrelated living donors who displayed renal diseases. All of these cases were performed by one doctor without any ethical discussion in the hospitals nor any reports to the public. Almost all medical records were discarded legally in two hospitals. Only one hospital, Uwajima City Hospital, kept the almost complete records including the survivals of 25 cases. The Japan Society for Transplantation was asked to analyze these cases leading to this report on the long-term outcome of cases at Uwajima City Hospital. The diseased kidney grafts were procured in four hospitals. The cases of removal of the kidneys from the donors were malignant diseases (n = 11) or benign diseases (n = 14). The survival rates of the donors were 86.1% at 1, 70.8% at 5, and 57.7% at 10 years. The survival rates of the recipients transplanted from donors with malignant versus benign diseases were 80.8% versus 92.3% in 1, 48.5% versus 84.6% at 5% and 48.5% versus 76.2% at 10 years, respectively. The survival rates of the grafts from donors with malignant versus benign diseases were 71.6% versus 71.4% at 1, 15.3% versus 50.0% at 5, and 15.3% versus 33.3% at 10 years, respectively. In conclusion, we have reported herein the low survival rates of renal transplantation recipients and grafts from unrelated living donors with preexistent renal diseases.